llgreatthingsbeginwithanidea,

orasDanielTan,founderof char-

itablefoundation Yayasan Gener-
asi Gemilang(GG),putsit,“acrazyidea”
“Ineverimaginedsetting upanorgani-
sationlikethis...we —afewfriendsand
I —werecrazyenough [todoit] because
wewanted to give back to society.We de-
cided thatwe should juststop complain-
ing and do something,” he says.

The founding of GG stemmed from
Tan’s experiences in life. Growing up
in a troubled family, he was exposed to
many social and economic problems.
Yet,instead of dwelling on the bad times,
he chose to focus on people who were a
beacon of hope.

Having benefited from the kindness
and generosityofhismentors,the 37-year-
old Tan feels strongly that “every child
needs somebody to believe in him or
her”. “As one person, I cannot change
theworld,butIcan change theworld of
one person,” he says.

Led by a desire to pay it forward,Tan
and his friends (who have since moved
on to other endeavours) initiated what
was then known as Project Generasi
Gemilang.

Their aim? To champion the under-
served.The term “gemilang” itself rep-
resents the foundation’s aim to be ex-
emplary.

Thefoundationbegan its mission by
improving the lives of underprivileged
childrenand familiesbyincreasing their
accesstoqualityeducation —something
that GGbelieveswill helpthembreakthe
povertycycle. The ultimate goalistoen-
sure they have a better future than the
generation before them.

Today,GGisrunbyagroupofdedicated
staff,two of whom — Cheah Huay Phing
and Nicholas Foong — sit in on this in-
terview. Cheah, 36,is the head of youth
and education services while Foong,49,
isthe director of services.

GG was registered as a not-for-prof-
it social welfare organisation in March
2010.Fouryearslater,itwasincorporated
asacharitable foundation,and Tandived
into the depths of service, pursuing his
communitywork full-time.Priortothat,
hespentnineyearsintheITindustryas
a corporate trainer and consultant. His
commitmenttohelpraiseanexemplary
next generation is paramount as he be-
lievesthat “a generation is only as good
as the virtues that define it”.To achieve
this,all of GG’s projects focus on instill-
ing goodvaluesand character-building.

Inthe early days of Project Generasi
Gemilang,the communities theyworked
withwere the poorin Selayangand PPR
Sri Pantai flats. Nine years on, Yayasan
GG continues toworkwith these groups
aswellasanumberof other needyfam-
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Getting to know Yayasan Generasi Gemilang, its impactful work with children
and youth from low-income families and its formula to achieve sustainable goals

ilies,including those in Sarawak.

Thefocus of GGischildrenand youth.
“To lead a healthy life, children need a
healthy environment,and [the] family
[environment] is the most important,”
saysTan.

“Raisingafamilyisstressful enough,
and low-income households may have
added stressorsthat othersarenotaware
of.Forinstance,communicationamong
family members can be challenging at
times,and when you have a sole bread-
winnerwhoisadailywage earner,other
problems may crop upif he orsheisun-
able to work because of illness,” Foong
explains.

“We should not let such problems
stoptheirchildren from gettinganedu-
cationbecauselike anyfamily,theyalso
have aspirations for their young ones.”

Foong oversees thefoundation’syouth,
childrenandfamilyservicesaswellasits
communicationsteams.He hasworked
onmany projects,including CyberWell-
ness,a programme that mentors youth
tobe positive and balanced online users.

Cheah,whowas previouslyin client

servicing in the banking, advertising
and airline industries, was initially a
part-time volunteer.Then she felt that
helping Tan out only on weekends was
notenough.

According toCheah, the biggest chal-
lenge faced is issues related to self-es-
teem.“Alot of them lack self-worth and
purpose in life. They say they are often
told that they are ‘not good enough’ or
‘good for nothing’ ...no one speaks of
hope.Sowe tell them that we believe in
them and want to see their potential.”

One programme to help them find
their self-worthis Glow.It guidesyoung
women to become individuals with a
sense of identity and purpose.

Another programme by GG is Super
Sarapan.Thisprovidesthefirstbasicneed
ofachild —food.It cameaboutafterthe
foundation discovered that many chil-
drenwenttoschooland returned home
on an empty stomach. GG is currently
feeding 679 children from low-income
households in 16 schools in the Klang
Valleyand Sarawak.Ithasserved almost
90,000 mealssince2015.Theicingonthe

cake is probably the rising attendance
of the beneficiaries in school.

Besides sponsors and well-wishers,
GG attributes the smooth running of
its programmes to volunteers, who are
trained via “servicelearning”.“We want
to make sure that their journeywith us
is a pleasant one. We don'’t use people
just to achieve our goals,” says Cheah.

For the trio, the success stories are
the strongest indication that GG is on
the right path. “The children who first
came to us for assistance have now be-
come mentors in their communities,”
says Cheah.

Thisyear, GG is taking a serious look
at the impact of its programmes. But
onethingisclear —itssecret of success
liesinthe principleitupholds: “Itisnot
aboutdoing charitywork;itisaboutre-
storing dignity.” |

For more information on Yayasan

Generasi Gemilang’s projects

and how you can be part of them,
 visit www.gengemilang.org.



