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Giving back to society

A foundation aids children in underprivileged communities and
carries out education programmes designed to break
the cycle of poverty. =8 &9
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X1 used 1o be an angry child. He
wollld come 1o elass grompy and
could not tolerate erticism, At one
tme, when anather student
Inughed at his work, he become
agiredalve, shouted at the boy and
wiiniled to punch him,

That was five years ago. Today,
the 1b-yeur-ald ix o calm and polite
Lagk. All he needed, it seemed, was
Aupport and guldance, And he got
that through Yayasan Genernsl
Crvmillang (GG),

G0 1% a foundation that aids chil-
dran and families in underprivi-
leged communities. Formed in
000, it carries out 4 host of educa-
tion programimes designed 1o
break the cycle of poverty.

“We started with a alx-month
education progeamme Becauss we
found that the dropout rate was
viery high in schoola® sald GG
hedd of education Simpaon Khoo,
who added that the children wers
mostly from the urban poor com-
muniry.

The Malayaia Education
Blueprint 2013-202% states that
one out of fve Malaysian children
do not complete their secondary
achool education, Another study
by the ministry and Unesco In
2004 found that about 85% of
school diopouts come from poor
Tirmiliez,

*Thaxe who drop out (from
sehool) end up jolning the work-
faree an low-skilled, low-Income
earnery,” gaid Khoo,

To address this, GG holds elasses
under the Pusat Bimbingan Pelajare
(PIE or student guldance centee)
banner sach week for primary
and secondary students at various
Incations across thi country.
There, mentors gulds them in
English and Mathematies.

A session commences

Selayang ix the location for one
af thede clasmey, The sessions are
held on the ground floor of a block
of low-cost flats, The compound of
the flats iz dark and gloomy, and
the walls are filled with graffid.
Hut step into the “classrooms® and
it's a different story,

The teaching team has done up
the apen space, making it bright,
cloan and conducive for learning.
They have put up dividers o carve
ouf sections for the different age
proups, which makes lessons mare
intimate, and lned the walls with
sponge to reduce echo.,

Throughout the yéars, GG M
endured vandalism and theft, but
things are much better now,
assured Khoo.

Each session sees abaut 50 chil-
dren in arendance, and there ix
one mentor for every thees stu-
dents. The same mentor usually
teaches the same child 46 she can
keep mack of his progross, Thix
syalem alio forma trust, the bagls
for the other thing the team teach-
&4, such ad values, y

“Mentars don't Just teach school
Subjocts: they share their back:
ground and their journey with the
atudonts, 11w o conducive snviron-
ment to learn and model gl
behaviour and values,” sald Khoo.

The centre doesn't just focus on
academic growth but also the chil-
dren's personal development.

"We want them to galn condl-
dence and purpose. 5o we tlk 1o
them about why they Want 1o
attend classes, thelr ambitions and
their dreams,” safd Khoa.

He shared the case of X1, who
L =

Changing mindsets
through education

Centre equips students with skills and values that go beyond books.

T

MTLIETERS,

Khod sa3ys thie Centre laeuses on the
children's academic grewth and per-
sanal developméent.

wirel o b hot-tempered, aggres-
aive, el haidd low seli-esteem.

"We would ask Xi to stay back
alter claxe to talk 1o him. And after
awhile, he changed," sald Khoo
with o smile,

Xi; who completed his Sijil
Pelajaran Malayein (SPM) last vear,
1n mow siudying auromotve tech-
nology, alded by GG education
funl,

"Although X1 dossn't come for
PIF classes anymore, he will stand
outslde the classroom when wWe
have night lessons, then walk the
mentors o thelr cars,” shared
Khimi,

However, change dasd not come
ensy for the students. *It iy saxy to
change on the oulside — you just
buy new clothes and have o diffor-
ent hairaryle, But it takes years to
change what's inaide,” he zald,

And the challenge is not just
abour changing the mindzet of
their students, Their parents too

hiave to change their perception of -

e uention.

"Many parents today send thefr
ehildren tor tuition during the
schoal holidays, But the students
hers have to work to help with
their heuschald income, That §s
alss the main reason students

drop out of school,” Khoo said.
B ek B

The same mentor usually teaches the samae child, so she can keap track of his

Lo the team visited families 1o
npmlh o parents and thelr chil
dren about the importance of edi-
cation, They also provided support
warkers to counsel families on
their probleme,

In the past four years, not one of
PIPFs students have dropped out
of achool, Khoo announced proud-
Iy,

When asked about who attends
FIF Khoo sald the smidents who
|oin the programme are academi-
cally wenk.

For example, Amdr dreams of
becoming an engineer as he likes
1o construct buildings, For that, he=
wolild need o be good in English
ind Matha. 5o he started attending
PEF when he was in Year Four,

“My Englizh and Maths wers
prety bad,” aaid Amir, who i5 in
Form Four niow, "1 used to Gl bur
began passing these subjects when
I wing in Year Six™,

Adhral attends the classes twice
i week and says that he now
underatands mathe formulas,

“In achool, the teachers weach
very gquickly, and it is hard for me
(3] hrlll'.t up. Here, the speed is
aleight 4o 1 can understand,” he
Anid.

Amy, 14, hax been coming 1o the
cliannen for five yoars to learn
English because *1 think it s
important to speak English (1o gen
a jub”,

ahe wald that since |oining PFEP
her results have improved and she
haz picked up a lot of new words,
ancd will then ry o make sentene-
o5 with these.

“Here, the weachers iranilate the
wirids for me 56 [ Know what I.'I'il‘_‘,l'
mean. In school, they just use the
words, 50 | don't know what they
are saying.” ahe aald.

Another student, Sasha, 15, alen
helieves knowing English and
Matha s important Tor her future
beenuse dhé want to be a neuralo-
sl

“My brother has a nerve prob-
lem, 50 [ want to be a neuralogist,
For that job, English and Maths
are very Impurlnrlf,' rhe sald.

Keiew of any person or group
who has helped athers in need,
regardless of race & religion?
Mominate them (or the Star
Golden Hearts Award 20017, This
year's Star Golden Hearts Avwarel
is supported by Yayisan
Gamuda. A Star-Gamuda
Inspiration Award winner wil
b chasen from the pool of 10
recipients of the Star Golden
Hearts Award 2017, This winner
must fit the criteria of heraicm,
altruism and inclusivity. For
details, go to
thestar.com,my/stargolden-
heartsaward

She has Been attending classes
for the past sz years, and over the
veirs, her results have Lmiproved:
from getting D in Maths, she now
Hets B, And she scores A for
Enlinh,

"My spoken English has
Impraved as will" Sasha said con-
Aedently,

Giving back to society

Vigneawaran Keishna Murthy
Thevar and Karthik Kumar, both
18, were PP studenits who have
returned to mentor other children.

Vigneswaran or Vig, as he s
nffectionately called, shared thart
this ia his oppartunity to help oth:
o,

“I hivve hiven coming here for
five yoars, Nefore 1 joined, 1
couldn't speak English and my
parenty couldn't afford to send me
Ier tultion,” he eald,

Vig added that the classes are
very helplul as they followed the
syllabus taught in school, so ir
“reinforees what the students hnve
bean taught™,

A scorer of nine As in the SPM
lazt year, he came up with the A
gostion that the children go for
vizion screening, after learning
that many of them could not see
what the teachers were writing an
thi board.

“Vizlon problems are ameng the
reasons that hold them back from
excelling In thelr studies,” he sald,

Miow, GG holds annual vision
screening and provides apoctacles
to students whe need it,

Earthil, whe seord two Ax in
last year's SPM for Maoths and
English, sald: “Before coming here,
I was shy and eouldn’t speak
English. Now [ do.”

Hid hope i that his studenis
wotild seare and do well in their
examinations,

There are other volunteers wha
dedicate time and snergy to the
programme. One of them, who

BETE YRS

STRETTHICATE, S

The clean, brighthy lit classroomd are a conl

wiinits o be known ag Mg, has
been velunteering at the centre for
the past four years,

1 uned tohelp my children in
their studies, but now that they
are in university, I come here 4o
teach every Saturday,” he sald.

Mg mentors four children and
sald that there would be improve-
ment 4k long as the amdents are
willing o come,

He also believes that mentaring
goes beyond teaching students
schonol work.

“Ir is nbout imparting knowl-
edge and valisd in them, and
teaching them to love learning, if
not, they won't think beyand this
COmpound.”

M neldliel that these children
nieed indlvidual attention,

“If you don’t do anything, they
will just drap out of sciety,”

Al thie ml.J of rach seasion, val-
untesrd do a debrief to talk about
lessons, thelr student’s progress
and 1o share their thoughts and
feelinigs.

Ad Khoeo puts it "Valunteers can
sometimes feel emotional or start
questioning their teaching meth
oda I thelr students don't
improve, They need suppart o,

And while the arganisation wel
cams peaple to volunteer as men:
tors, they have a stringent screen-
ing process to ensure the safery of
the children, GG has also installed
COTVE at i premises s a precii-
HOnary measure,

"We don't allow mentors 1o hg,
kiss, and carry students and put
them on thedr laps. The most
important thing is that our ehil-
dren are safe”

Mames of students have boon
Changed

Watch the video
thestartv.com
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Covering all
aspects of wellbeing

TEACHING children English and Mathe at Pusat
Bimbingan Pelajar (student guldance contre) s
but one of Yayasan Generasi Gemilang (GCYs
oducation Programimes,

The arganisation also holds talks and camps
on cyber wellness, financial edueation, and
lesdlerehip and character bullding.

There 14 alio a comiputer Dioracy programmes
in parmerahip with Microdoalt and o communit
regding programime that promotes rending |u|1.{
l'.ll.tl'_”.l'l‘l Literacy amang primary schoal children
through ane-to-one mentoring.

And while education is m-.-i-ﬂ' o change, this
alane 1k not enough, S0, varlous communiey
d!"h"{"lupmwﬂ programmes sueh as PEURnuR,
conducted in partnership with Prodential
Axsurance Malaysia Berhad wers et up.

The fiee Ananclal protection plan safeguards
families from Anancal elaks reduliing from
death, injury or any unforfunate clrcumaStanees
that prevents the breadwinner from providing
for the family.

. Thess families will get temporary financial
akadathnes, Hving them time to recover and gt
back on their feet.

In GG website, the three eenage children of
a zingle mother who passed away, and a new
widoiw, were dome of the prople wha recelved
this assistance.

Al of last year, over 20,637 households from
12 eommunites in Kuala Lumpur, Selangor and
Johor benefited from this.

The organisation also provides school
uniforms and Breakinst to school Roing
children.

For more information, visit Wi, géngemilarng.
org,
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